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Ball told McNamara that Forrestal would be getting ^ ^ 

in touch wirEh~~some— of "his people to see if we can^get__some' 
announceable rule s f or ..engagement . . whit:1i'IWOul“d“‘appear "fierce " . 

Ba ll said that wh at Taylor says amounts to a declaration of 
war. McNamara thought we would just have to~ ignore Taylor's 
latest telegram. McN._ t h inks Taylor -is over-reacting. 
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Ball said he spoke with Brom Smith and he is going to 
try to set something up with the President for the end of 
the afternoon. Ball thought the President would want to 
be in the position of having discussed this again — particularly 
in the light of Taylor's telegram. 
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McN. thought that rules of engagement would be a little 
difficult to announce. He suggested making a statement 
that we will attack and destroy any force that attacks 
us in international wanters. 


Ball said that Dirksen was starting to stir this thing 
up. Ball thought that once the Senate antic cranks up today 
they will blow- this up a little. 

Mc N . said we could leak it that this happened as a 
retaliation — we could say it was a mistake on their part on 
the belief they attacked one that c overtly _at tacked one oTP 
thecr^S. Ball suggested tha t~they think about all of the options. 
McN ."-own feeling is to lie low and if we do think pressure is 
building up we can always show what we have already done. 

McN. said they would be ready if the President wanted 
to meet. 
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